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I 
A BRIEF HISTORY OF THE SOCIETY 

Research into the family history was started in the 
l 870's by the Reverend Charles Swinnerton M. . 
FSA. Over the course of the years he wrote a IYmbet 
of artides and paper~ about the family and gatt ered 
together many Swinnertons from all ewer the world. 
Hi principal work was "A History of the Family of 
Swinnerton'' (jointly with the Re·. & Hon. Canon 
Bridgman) nd published as P'art II of Vol. VII of th 
"Collections for a History of Staffordshire•• by t e 
William Salt Ar haeological Society. Intere t in the 
family history became dormant aft r his dea h in 1928 
until revived by the pres nt Secretary in 1952. The 
Society was re"iv din 1969 and today has world •ide 
membership. 



From the Editor's desk 
This is the last issue of the Journal in Volume 3 
and the 30th one we have published since we 
started in 1974. 
The study of Family History has increased by leaps 
and bounds during those five years - I like to think 
we have made similar progress. 

The first newsletter was only a single sheet and was very much an experiment. I had been 
quietly working on the family history since 1952 but it wasdt until I made contact with the 
Reverend Brian Swinnerton and Mr. J. W. Swinnerton in the late '60s that I realised I was not 
the loner I had thought and that other people were also interested in this quaint hobby of 
tracing ancestors. 

By the early '70s my circle of correspondents had enlarged considerably - I had done a 
mailing 'shot' from the telephone directories and had had quite a good response to the extent 
that I found myself repeating the same information over and over again to different people 
and it was this (plus the occasional attack of writer's cramp) that persuaded me to issue the 
first newsletter. 

It met with a very good response and although not quite as regular in its appearance 
sometimes as I would have liked (Duties, work etc do tend to interfere with one's Hobby) 
I have managed to achieve my target of 6 issues per year and have been very grateful for 
your encouragement. The letters I have received have been most appreciated. 

On the broader front - in 197 4 there were about a dozen regional societies in this country 
devoted to what was then regarded as the rather esoteric subject of Genealogy and Heraldry 
and in June of that year their representatives met in Birmingham to discuss mutual interests 
and problems. Out of this meeting came The Federation of Family History Societies. 
At the time I was President of the Birmingham aad Midland Society for Genealogy and 
Heraldry which then had about 400 members - by far the largest of those present I am still 
the President today but now it has ever 1600 members. Somewhat to my surprise, I found 
myself elected Chairman of the new Federation, a post I held for the next three years. 
They were three very exciting years - arduous, often frustrating but very rewarding and 
when I did eventually retire, at my own request, in March 1977 the Federation had 72 
member societies. 

One year later in 1978, I found myself elected the Federation's first President and today 
it has just over 100 members. 

Such is the explosion of interest in our subject that has taken place (in America it has 
supplanted golf as the number one hobby). I am very glad to say that the emphasis now is 
on family history, in the early days it was all too often just a competition to see who could 
produce the longest tree of just names and dates. Thankfully, people have now got the 
message that it is so much more interesting to 'clothe the skeleton', to find out what one's 
ancestors did for a living, how they lived and how they fitted in to the background history 
of the times. 

Our particular branch of Genealogy, the study of a single family, has perhaps shown a greater 
growth than any other. In 1974 there were only 3 other societies like ours (Filby, Grubb 
and Butler), others were considering starting and Mr. Higenbotham was in the 5th year of 
publication of his newsletter which gave us all a lead. Today there are a dozen or so and 
about 15 0 other people who are studying a single family in depth but who have not yet formed 
themselves into a society although quite a few issue newsletters. 



FROM THE EDITOR'S DESK (contd.) 

A new organisation- the Guild of One - Name Studies - is being launched in September 
at the half - yearly Conference of the Federation. This will cater specifically for One 
Namers as we are called and arose out of a weekend conference on One - Name Studies 
which I ran for the Federation last year in Leicester. An indication of the popularity of 
the subject can be gained from the fact that we expected about 25 delegates and got 68. 

Our own membership has grown also but not at the same rate. We have had our successes 
but we have also had quite a few drop out after the initial enthusiasm - dare I say mostly 
either after we have traced their links or after we have uncovered one of the several 
branches that start with a girl, common enough in all families. We do need new members 
so please do look around and encourage any new Swinnertons you meet to join us. Try 
and persuade other members of your own family to support us also. 

Above all, please do involve yourselves. This is your family and your Society. Do let 
me know what you and your famili e s are doing. Successes, Achievements, Births, 
Mar riages - all are part of the history of the family. 

History is made up of events and Events are, in the main, caused by People. When we 
write down these events , therefore, we are writing the History of the Family. Futur e 
generations will benefit as we have benefited from the work of our predecessors. 
I have blessed the Reverend Charles Swynnerton for his pioneering work countless times 
and those Swinnertons to come will, I hope, bless us. I shall be fore ver grateful to him 
as I am to all of you who have written to me over the years with info r mation and help. 

SHADLERS' DIRECTORY OF BIRMINGHAM 1 854 

Uni ty Fire Ins urance Associa tion 
Shareholders in Birmingham & vicinity 
p.17 
SWlNNERTON Edward, Newton R egis, Warwickshire. ·Farmer 
SWlNNERTON Edward, Newton Regis and SWlNNERTON, William , Warwickshire . 

Farmer. 
Addenda. 14th July 1853 

SW.lliN ER TON Edward, :t\ ewton Regis , Farmer, and SWINN ER TON William 
SWINNER TON Edward and Mary 
SWINNERTON Edward and Mary Elizabeth 

0 Priest - where is thy Charity ? 

Barlaston, Staffs. Parish Register 

1752 Oc t 25 Baptised .';a ra h, i llegima te dau. 
of Mary Sutton. s p. and a trave ll ing soldier 
(so she pre tended and s wore but nobody 
be le ived) 

NB. The mother is an imprudent, brutis h, 
pro fli ga te wre tch, deformed in body but much 
more de form ed in min d. 
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WHERE NEXT? 

I haven't heard of 
any of the family 
there yet but you 
never know ! 



OUR COVER PICTURE 

Yet another picture of 'our' church you will say. Yes indeed, but this is a most unusual 
one with a considerable history. For a start it is drawn from a most unusual angle- one 
we don't often see and it is an original drawing by the REVEREND HENRY ULYATE 
SWINNERTON done in 1886 and sent to me by his great - grand daughter, Mrs. DIANA 
CUNNINGHAM, our new member. At that time, apparently, the Rev. Henry was in 
regular correspondence with the REV. CHARLES SWYNNERTON and it appears they 
worked together on the Family History for a considerable period. Mrs. Cunningham 
tells me she has several of their letters. We originally mentioned the Rev. Henry in 
SFH2 p. 11 and I said then that I would like to hear from anyone with information about 
his descendants and now we have found an actual direct descendant thanks to BILL 
SWINARTON of Ontario who is gradually painstakingly piecing together the story of 
our North American cousins. 

THE FAMILY OF THE REVEREND HENRY ULYATE SWINNERTON of AMERICA 

SAMUEL SWINNERTON 
Innkeeper 

I 
SAMUEL SWINNERTON 
b. 2 May 1770 London 
d. 1844 U.S. A 
Innkeeper 

JAMES SWINNERTON 
b. 25 Sept 1808 Colnbrook 

Middx. 
d. 1833 U.S. A 
Heraldic Painter 

HENRY ULYATE 
SWINNERTON 
b. 4 Oct 1839 New York 
d. 1928 
Minister 

Sylvia Agnes Swinnerton 
b. 8 Oct 1878 U.S.A 

I 
Philip Livingston 
Swinnerton Lum 
b. 17 June 1903 

DIANA LUM 
b. 27 April 1929 

l 

Maria Worthing 

Sarah Frances Ulyate 
b. circa 1 776 London 
d. 1846 U.S. A 

Fanny Butler 
b. circa 1807 Beaulieu. Rants. 
d. 1869 U.S. A 

Lavantra Roseboom 
21 June 1871 
b. 31 Mar 1844 New. York 
d. 1930 

Ralph Emerson Lum 
31 Aug 1902 

Dorothy Hunter 
16 Sept 1936 

Robert Emmett Cunningham 
21 Aug 1949 

Mrs Cunningham's descent from the REV. HENRY is shown in the brief 'Tree' above . 
This will be amplified as we get the complete story and eventually added to our 
collection for 'Swinnerto_n Family Trees. Volume 2'. At the moment we are waiting 
for details of the baptism of SAMUEL from the Middlesex Family Hi s tory Society. 



GREAT BARROW (Cheshire) PARISH RECORDS Ex Mrs. P. M. Litton 

The Registers are transcribed but contain no Swinnerton entries as the 

family was extinct in the direct line by tho early 1400s. 

Bagot's Directory of Cheshire (1850. 

On the attainder of Hugh le DESPENCER Edward III granted the manor of 

Great Barrow to Sir Roger de SWYNERTON, to which was shortly added the 

hamlet of Little Barrow. In 1335 two parts of the manor & the advowson 

of the Chapel, with the reversion of the third part, passed by grant from 

Robert de S\IYNERTON to John BECK, Rector of Checkley & John HEYCOCK, 
Cha.plain who in the same year regranted them to the same Robert. Nnud, 

daughter & sole heiress of Sir Robert de SWY11ERTON brought Barrow in 

marriage to her husband Sir John SAVAGE of Clifton who wus knighted by 

King Henry V at the Battle of Agincourt. 

Records of the Pnrish of Barrow. (W.I. 1963) 

Rectors 1335-1349. Robert de S\fYNERTON. 1349-1358 Nicholas de SWfNERTON. 

In 1326 Edward II committed the lands of Hugh le DESPENCER in both Cheshire 

& Staffs. to Sir Roger de SWYNERTON, Knight Banneret. He was head of nn 

important Staffs. family & is described as a man of great ability. 

He instituted one of his younrrer sons, Robert de SWY1'ETITON as Rector of 

Barrow in 1335 who on the death of his father & elder brother (or brothe rs) 
. I 

became head of the family. He kept the living for 11 years and then 

resigned in favour of his uncle Nicholas de S~vnrERTON . 

Sir Robert de SWYNERTON died about 1349. He wns succeeded by his brother 

Sir Thomas who served ns a Knight Banneret at Crecy (1346) and at the 

siege and capture of Calais (1347). 

Sir Thomn.s died 1361 and his son Sir Robert de SWYNERTOl! va.s heir. 

Sir Robert hrid n daughter Matilda or Maud by his first wife nnd a son 

Thomas by his second wife and though Thomas inherited and held the Staffs. 

l~~ds without dispute there were long law-suits between the half brother 

nnd sister about Barrow. 

Matilda married as her 3rd husband John SAVAGE. 

There seem to he Q fair number of spellinGs, misdntes ano discrepancies 

between these 2 accounts (Dagot put 1665 for 13B5!}.but presumably you have 

all the corr~ct information. (must have been Roger vho d . 1349 surely?) 

Next to no wife and children your own wife and children are best a pastime; 
another's wife and your children worse; your wife and another's children worst. 

Henry Wotton, 1568-1639 

srn . 3 n . 66 



ELEGY (25. 10. 1978) 

A small boy in his best 
(Corduroy and flannelette) 
Runs the gauntlet of the Hall : 
Narrow, long and dark, 
With stained wood and heavy paper, 
And ancient chairs never sat on, 
And trophies and pennants in a fine glass case, 
Which Uncle made for his guns. 
When the house was young with children 
(So hard to imagine) 
- All have gone now except Gran and Grandad. 

* 
* * * * 

Through the great door with funny glass knob 
And into another world ..•• 
A hug and a kiss for Gran 
(Who never changes) 
And one for prickly Grandad too. 
Another world •.•. 
Timeless holiays in the house that Grandad built, 
Breakfast at lunchtime, 
Dinner at bedtime. 
Full of things with histories. 
Stories told of olden days: 
- of a single city known all their lives 
- of families and ancestors. 
Roots. 
Easy glowing days with plodding Gran. 

All have gone now except Gran. 

* * * * 

A young man stands 
In the hall, shorter now for his growing. 
This is the house which Grandad built. 
Now the boy knows different stories: 
- of a hard life, 
- of wars fought and lived through, 
- of mistakes and sacrifices, 
- of service and dedication, 
- of more than half a century spent with Gran. 
There must have been something between them, 
Which perhaps he glimpsed. 
Yet, who was the man who built this house? 

* * * * 

Written by our youngest member, JEREMY SWINNERTON, on the death of his 
grandfather - our former member WILLIAM LESLIE SWINNERTON - 1978. 
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THE JOURNAL OF THE XI HUSSARS. 

The XI Hussar Medal Rolls - Waterloo. 

(Ex. Mrs. Pauline Saul) 

The Medal issued for the Waterloo Campaign is one of silver. The reverse is engraved 
with a winged emblematic figure seated and holding palms of victory in her hands. Above 
her is the one word 'Wellington' and below 'Waterloo, June 18th, 1815, 55. The medal 
hangs by an extremely plain split ring from the ribbon, which is of a dark red colour 
with edges of dark blue. 
The Medal was issued to the undermentioned Officers, Non - Commissioned Officers 
and Men of the 11th Light Dragoons;-

Among the names of No. 3 Captain J.A.Schreiber's Troop we find:
Private WILLIAM SWINNERTON 

EDITOR'S NOTE: In the tree of the Swinnertons of Shut Lane compiled by the Rev. CharJ -
Swynnerton (Collections for a History of Staffs. Vol. VII Pt. II) we find both JAMES and 
BENJAMIN recorded as having taken part in the cavalry charge at Waterloo and now we 
have another. 

SHIP PASSENGER LISTS. NATIONAL & NEW ENGLAND (1600 - 1825) 

Edited & Indexed by Carl Boyer 3rd. 1977 

p. 179 ARRIV.ALS lN BOSTON, Mass., JUNE 1712 

18th. Robert Luist. ye brigtt DOLPHIN from N euis 

JOHN SWINITON - a Cooper 

( Ex. Mr Frank Higenbotham ) 

SHROPSHIRE PARISH REGISTERS (6 ) 

SHREWSBURY (ST.Mary's) 

Thomas SWINNERTON & Anne Chest er 
Thos. Lamprey & ELIZABETH SWINNINGTON 
JANE SWINNETT (Infirmary) 
John Holmes & MARY SWINNINGTON 
Robert Witcherley & ANNE SWINERTON 
THOS. SWINNERTON & Ann Cureton 
EDW. SWINNERTON & Eliz. Yetton 

MAR. 
MAR. 
BUR. 
MAR. 
MAR. 
MAR. 
MAR. 

1746 May 20 
1781 Sept 22 
1783 Apr 12 
1789 May 10 
1800 Apr 14 
1807 Jan 19 
1810 Nov 25 
1810 Dec 29 WM. SWINN ER TON & Jane Ebry (Witness: Wm. Swinnerton) MAR. 

TAILPIECE: This is the first Journal I have had to produce entirely on m y own as 
my Secretary Mrs. Kate Prosser is on holiday. I think this is , therefore, an 
appropiate moment to record the Society's and my grateful thanks to her for all the 
work she has done for us over the years. She has printed every issue since we 
started plus Swinnerton Family Trees and the many other l~tters and forms you 
have received over the years. It is only when you have to do it yourself that you 
realise how much is involved and what a high standard she has set. 
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FAMILY NOTES 

Congratulations to :-

DEREK HARDING and HELEN SWINNERTON of Australia on the birth of a daughter 
SALLY ANNE on the 13th March 1979. 

PROFESSCR HUGH SWINNERTON THOMAS on his new appointment. 
From ' The Daily Telegraph ' 25 May 1979. 
"Central Author . Mrs. Thatcher has chosen Prof. Hugh Thomas, the former Fabian 
and biographer of Lytton Strachey, to succeed Sir Keith Joseph as chairman of the 
Centre for Policy Studies, so underlining her appreciation of the role of ideas in politics. 
Thomas, who is probably best known for his work on the Spanish Civil War - now a best
seller in Spain itself- and Cuba, left the Labour Party several yea rs ago and joined the 
Conservatives shortly afterwards. Peterborough. '' 

RAYMOND SWINNERTON who was selected to fence for the 'Rest of Great Britain' 
against London in June. 

AMENDMENTS TO YOUR DIRECTORY 

Mr. T. F. Swynnerton rs new address is  
 

Mr. J. J. Swinarton has also moved to  
 

NEW MEMBERS 

Mr. W. E. Swinnerton ,  
and 
Mrs. M.A. Swinnerton,  

(Mr. Swinnerton has gone ahead to America where he is now working and Mrs Swinnerton hopes 
hopes to join him in July.) 

Mr. Richard de Swynnerton,  

Mr. Richard G. Swinerton ) 
)  

Mrs. Margaret Swinerton Perkins. 
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