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From the Editor's desk 

The first issue of our third volume coincides - happily - with the Silver Jubilee 
of Her Majesty Queen Elizabeth II. 

Like many other families, we have a long tradition of service to the Crown from 
Sir ROGER de SWYNNERTON who was Constable of the Tower in 1321 to the 
present day. Some branches of the family have been in the Armed Services and 
the Colonial Services continuously for several generations and have served Her 
Majesty and her predecessors throughout the world. 

I am sure, therefore, you will all join with me in expressing sincere admiration 
for the way in which our Sovereign Lady has carried out her unenviable task over 
the last 25 years and in wishing her every success and happiness in the years to 
come. 

In these troubled times she is the one great stabilising factor in the life of our 
country. The Monarchy has, I believe, never been stronger; the Queen is 
greatly liked, respected and even loved, despite the modern political trend towards 
the left. Certainly the crowds who have turned out to see her wherever she has 
gone during her Jubilee Celebrations have shown this to be the case. 

She is serious, dignified and has a great presence but is never stuffy or dull. 
The advent of television and the walk-about has enabled many more people to see 
just how attractive and charming she is and what an example of duty she sets to us 
all. · 

Let us not forget her husband - the Duke of Edinburgh's speeches and sayings have 
delighted us on many occasions; his obvious preference for plain speaking and 
lack of ceremony are very refreshing whilst his loyal support of the Queen and his 
obvious devotion to his family endear him to all. 

Let us give thanks that we live in a country where the Monarch can still walk about 
amongst her people when she wishes, without being continually flanked by phalanxes 
of armed bodyguards. What other Head of State can say that ? 

There are those who criticise the Monarchy on account of its expense (not nearly as 
much as a President), its relevance to today's life style and on many other accounts 
but is there any other system where it is possible for a country to have a leader who 
represents the whole nation and who sums up its highest as pi rations and ideals 
without being involved in or influenced by Party politics ? 

Long may it be so. 

GOD BLESS THE QUEEN. 
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The Swinnertons of Adbaston. by I. S. Swinnerton 

In previous issues we have dealt with two of the main branches of the family - the 
Swinnertons of Betley (founded by THOMAS SWINNERTON of Betley, WS. 15) and the 
Warwickshire Swinnertons (founded by THOM AS SWINNERTON of Fillongley, TS. 53 ). 

We now turn to the third main branch - that founded by WILLIAM SWINN ERTON of 
Adbaston, WS. 32. 

William's origins are at the moment ( like Thomas of Fillongley' s ) obscure. The 
first mention of him we can find is in the Adbaston Parish Register : -

1782 April, 14 CHARLES., son of WILLIAM SWINNERTON 
and Mary~ his 1.c)ife~ at Thos.Crump's 
at Knighton. Baptised 

The Register has been checked back to its commencement but no previous mention of 
William has been found, indeed the only previous mention of any Swinnertons are the 
marriage of an ANNE Swinnerton in 1764 and the marriage of an ELIZABETH Swinnerton 
in 1770. 

William must, therefore, have moved in to the parish from elsewhere. You will see 
that his first son was born "at Thos.Crumps at Knighton" and it is highly 
likely that he had gone into partnership with Thomas in the village smithy. It has been 
suggested that Mary (William's wife) whose maiden name we do not yet know, was the 
daughter of Thomas Crump. Possible, but as it was the invariable custom in those 
days for the bride to be married in her own parish, if that was the case we should have 
found their marriage in the Adbaston register. I think it therefore unlikely. 

The next reference to him is : -

1784 April, 11 ANNE~ daughter of WILLIAM SWINNERTON 
and Mary his wife of Knighton. Baptised. 

It would appear that Thomas Crump by now had either retired or died and that William 
had taken over. He certainly settled at the smithy and had several more children -
viz.:-

1786 Jan.15 GEORGE., son of Wi'Lliam & Mary Swinnsrton 
of Knighton. Baptised 

1?88 Jan.3 JOHN" son of Wil 'Liam & Mary Stuinnerton 
of Knighton. Baptised 

1789 Oct.24 JAMES., son of William & Mary Swinnerton 
of Knighton. Baptised 

1792 Mar.27 MARY., dau. of William & Mary 81.c)innerton 
of Knighton. Baptised 

1793 Oct.25 THOMAS., son of William & Mary Swinnerton 
of Knighton. Baptised 

1795 Oct.11 MATTHEW., son of WiZLiam 81.c)innerton and 
Mary., hie UJife. Baptised 

1797 Oct.11 FRANCIS8 son of William & Mary 81.c)innerton 
Baptised 

The fortunes of these children we will follow later, sufficient to say for the moment 
that five of his sons also became Blacksmiths, the sixth dying young. 
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WILLIAM himself died in 1828 as shown in the register :-

1828 Mar.19 WiLLiam Swinnerton of Knighton 
aged 71. Buried 

and is buried in Adbaston Churchyard where his tombstone may be seen to this day. 
It is one of a series which have been laid flat as a border to the path leading to the 
church, the inscription is partly worn away but :vou ('an still read :-

"In memory of WILLIAM SWINNERTON • • • • • • • 

His wife, MARY, died in 1836 and is also buried at Adbaston as recorded in the 
register :-

1836 June 21 Mary Swinnerton of Shebden, age 83. Buried. 

llT'l~~=--'--liiiiliiliiil:... _ ,_ ...... • · WILLIAM'S connection with Engineering has survived to 
~ • .,,..

1
. ~...---·-·~ the present day. He was the great-great-great-great 

grandfather of the writer whose firm - Swinnerton & Co 

t ~f frnrhrirlg·p ) Ltd. - has an unbroken connection with Blacksmiths and Forging from 
William to the µresent day. 

He was also the great-great-great-great grandfather of HAROLD ALBERT 
S WINNERTON of the firm of SAM (Contractors) Ltd. (formerly Swinnerton & 
Miller - Explosives Engineers) and was the great-grandfather of FRANCIS 
SWINNERTON, the founder of the well-known Catering Firm from the Potteries. 
This is still extant today with its chain of "Swinnerton Hasty Tasty Restaurants" 
throughout the Midlands, the present Managing Director being HENRY JOHN 
SWINN ER TON - also William's great-great-great-great grandson. 

® 
'. 

·SAM • 
•' . 

Swinnertons 
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-----~---

WILLIAM was obviously a prudent man as his will, reproduce<l hPrt·, shows. 
It would appear that he had al read.v taken ca re of his fam il~· and set them up in 
life as no mention is made of anyone except his wif<.', Mar>·. despite the fact that 
two of his sons were executors. B.v then all his survi\·ing sons were opcratin~ 
as Blacksmiths in their own right , as we shall see, and thev ean b<.· found in the 
trade directories of the time throughout Staffordshi re and Shropshi r e. 

The preamble to the will is a standard one for the Ume and makes an interesting 
contrast with the social and religious climate of the present day. 
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From the Nevvspapers 

THE STAFFORIBHIRE ADVERTSHIRE 1820-1840 (2) 

1825 17 Dec. On Wednesday last, awfully sudden, at the house of her brother 
at Church Eaton, sincerely regretted by all who knew her, l\fiSS 
SWINNERTON, eldest daughter of the late Mr. John Swinnerton 
of Blakelow in this county, aged 55. 

1826 12 Aug. On Wed. last at Knutsford, MR. SWINNERTON, printer and 
publisher if the Macclesfield Herald to Mrs. Wright of Marlhall, 
nr. Knutsford. 

1827 Mar.10 On Tuesday last at Seabridge near Newcastle, of an advanced 
age, MRS.SWINNERTON, sister of Thomas Swinnerton Esq. of 
Butterton Hall in this county. 

1828 26 Jan. At Astley, Salop, MR. JOHN SWINNERTON who having complained 
that he felt very sick, fell down and expired. 

1835 11 Apr. On the 2nd inst. at St. Mary's. Shrewsbury by the Rev. W. Gorsuch 
Rowlands, MR. S. SWINNERTON of Drayton, surgeon, to Susannah, 
daughter of the late Charles Harding Esq. of The Clive. 

CHETRAM SOCIETY TRANSACTIONS . Vol. 69 

(Manchester School Registers - Vol. 1 ) 

"Thomas son of Thomas SWINNERTON, grocer of Newcastle, Staffs. (31 Aug.1771) 

The father was a man of respectable family and very good property, and one of the 
magnates of the borough of Newcastle, serving the office of alderman and mayor. 
He married Miss Furnival, who was also of a good Cheshire family. He died prior 
to 1804, leaving two sons, of whom Thomas was the younger, and five daughters. 
John the elder son succeeded to his father's business. One daughter, Mary, 
married Peter Walthal esq, attorney of Newcastle, and afterwards of Bakewell and 
of Darley Dale, Derbyshire, who had a son at Manchester School for whom see the 
Register anno 1812. 

Thomas Swinnerton, the scholar named above, was of no profession or trade, being 
of weak mind. He died unmarried. His sister Mary had also one daughter Anne 
who eventually inherited all the property of the Swinnertons and Walthals, and 
married James Milne esq, attorney at Matlock. They afterwards built and resided 
at a place called Alton Manor, near Chatsworth, and their eldest son a clergyman 
has taken the name of Walthal in addition to that of Milne. " 

ex M. Walcot. 
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ST. MARY' S l'ARISll IHlJIH'll, SWYNNFRTON 

Sir John de Swynnerton, Lord of Swynnerton, undertook the rebuilding of the Church 
of St. Mary as a thank-offering for his safe return from a Crusade and thus became 
its second founder - the first having been Alan, the first Lord of Swynnerton in the 
Eleventh Century. 

Parts of the 11th century wall and tower still remain but today most of the Church 
is Early English and Decorated style of architecture as it was re-built in the 13th 
century. 

One of the objects of the Swinnerton Society is to assist in the welfare of the Church 
and regular contributions to the maintenance fund have been made. 

Today we are engaged on a massive task - the restoration of the church organ which 
is in very poor condition. This is beyond the resources of the parish. Donations, 
by gift or covenant are al ways welcomed. Please do what you can to help. 


