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From the Editor's desk 

DEDICATION of the ORGAN at SWYNNERTON CHURCH 

In a simple but moving service on Saturday, the 7th June 1978, Bishop Clitherow 
a retired Suffragan Bishop who lives in the Parish of Swynnerton re-dedicated the 
Organ which had been restored by the efforts of the Swinnerton Sof'ietv. 
The Reverend Edward Swinnerton conducted the service, Miss Paula Swinnerton, 
his daughter, played the organ and the Society's Secretary, Lt. Col. Ian Swinnerton, 
read the lesson and at the appropriate moment spoke the words of gift on behalf of 
the Society to the Rector of Swynnerton, the Reverend Duncan Leak. 

Twenty members of the Society attended this happy day together with members of 
the congregation of St. Mary's and afterwards were entertained to tea by the ladies 
of the Parish. The Captain of the Bell Tower rounded off the day with a tour of 
the Church and Bell Tower and gave a demonstration of Bell-ringing. 

All agreed that the organ sounded very fine indeed and that the restoration had 
been worth while. 

The service consisted of a shortened evensong, followed by the service of 
'Presentation & Benediction of gifts to a church! 

* * * * * * * * * * * 
SA LOP PARISH REGISTERS ( 5) 

QUA TT 

1808 Oct. 4 John SWINN ERTON & Isabella Wellings both of this p. 

EDGMOND 

1809 Nov. 27 Francis s. of George & Margaret SWINNERTON 
born Nov. 26 

1809 July 1 7 Thomas Dowley & Eliza. Phillips 
(Wot. George SWINNERTON & Wm. Bolas) · 

EDGMOND BASTARDS' REGISTER 

1813 Mar. 9 Ann. Mother Mary Brown. Father Jas. SWINN ERTON 

SHERRI FHA LES 

1572 Mar. 19 Hughes. of Wylliam & Ann SWYNNERTON 

TIBBERTON 

1728 Aug. 18 Sarah d. of John SWINNERTON & Ann 

OONNINGTON 

1662 Aug. 4 

MUCH WENLOCK 

William Hebbage & Mary SWINNERTON 
of Codsall with Banns 

1833 Feb. 17 Eliza daughter of James & Sarah SWINNERTON 
of Farley, Blacksmith 

1837 May 7 Samuel, son of James & Sarah SWINNERTON 

Mar. 

Bap. 

Bap. 

Bap. 

Mar. 

Bap. 

Bap. 
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--- -------------

THE SWINNERTONS OF BETLEY. Part 4 

The mention in our last issue that we were going to have to bypass RALPH 
SWINNERTON' s branch brought a quick response - even protest ! - and sufficient 
new information has come in to allow us at least to make a start. We hope that 
more details will be forthcoming as the story unfolds. 

RALPH (RS. 13) was the third son of WILLIAM of BETLEY and was born, according 
to the Betley Register, on the 2nd December 1 773. He was baptised at Betley on 
the 4th January 177 4. 

We had previously been informed that he married Sarah ROBINSON of Acton in 
Cheshire but this is not so as the following entry from Stoke on Trent Parish 
Register shows : -

1799 Aug 6 RALPH SWINNERTON, Bricklayer of Newcastle 
and Sarah WILSON, Spinster. Married. 

The Hcgister then tells us 

1800 Nov 23 HANNAH d. 
of Stoke. 

of RALPH & Sarah SWINNERTON 
Baptised. 

The Hev. Charles Swynnerton in his history of the family to which we have referred 
many times, does not mention Hannah but does say that he had 2 sons JAMES and 
WILLIAM (presumably on oral evidence from the family) These births I have not 
found but as it appears Ralph and Sarah were living in Stoke they are probably 
recorded there (my extract from Stoke Registers stops in 1800) and there may even 
be other children as three was a very small family for those days. 

By 1841 RALPH was back in Betley as the Census for that year shows. He is listed 
as a Bricklayer, living with his wife Sarah and Elizabeth Hulse ( agad 2) - possibly 
a grandchild. In the 185 0 Directory of Staffs. he is shown as a Bricklayer of Betley 
and in the Census the following year he is listed as being 77 years of age, place of 
birth - Betley and living with his wife Sarah. 73 years of age, place of birth - Acton, 
Cheshire. 

He does not appear in the 1871 Census having died on the 3rd July 1856 (not 1858 as 
given in S FH. 1 p. 9 Table 2) but his wife, Sarah, is Ii sted as living at Betley in the 
house of JAMES SWINNERTON, bricklayer, and is described as "mother, bricklayer's 
widow 1 aged 7 8. 

No will has so far been found for Ralph nor any grave although one assumes he was 
buried at Betley. 

Sarah, his wife, died at Betley in 1863. 

Hannah, his daughter (HS. 13), never married and at the time of her death ( 30 Dec. 
1866) was living at Sedgberrow, Worcs. - a far cry from Betley. Was she a lady's 
companion, perhaps, or maybe a housekeeper ? Letters of Administration for her 
estate, which was under £200, were granted to 11 JAMES SWINNERTON of Betley, 
Co. Stafford, Bricklayer, the Brother and one of the next of kin. 11 
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THE SWINNERTONS OF ADBASTON. (Part IV) I. S. Swinnerton ------------- ----

In the las t chapter of this s tory (SFH. :1p.25 ). I said that until rurthc r r e search had 
been done we would have to leave the st o ry of the cies ce ndant s of WILLIAM of 
ADBASTON's eldest son, CHARLES. <llld pa ss on to hi s se eon d s on, GEOHGE. 

Whether this was the spur that was neede d , I don't know . but befo r e I could go to 
print with the story of GEORG E, Mrs. HOSALIE PRIC E. a m ember of the Soc iety 
and a descendant of CHARLES SWlNNERTON & Ali cP Walton, ca me up with a host 
of new information which was the res ult or a ve ry g r eat dea l o f hard work on her part 
studying Census Returns and Parish Hegisters for wh ich we are most grateful. 

Her first and most important di scovery was the marriage of WILLIAM himself, 
something we have been searching for for many, many years . She found it at 
MARKET DRAYTON in Salop and as the register shows, he did marry Mary Crump 
as had heen suspecteci , VIZ : -

1782 Jan 4 WILLIAM SWINNERTON & Ma ry Crump, both 
of the Paris h of Mark et Dray ton. Married 

Why l\larkel Drayton when Mary Crump eanu.· Jro m Adbnston? One suspects because 
their son, CHARLES , was baptised on the 1 4th April thf-' s ame year. ! 

Mr s. Pr ice has nlso answered the othe r question I posed - who was ELIZABETH 
SWINNE RT ON 1 the mother of CHARLES SWINN ERTON (born 1849) who later married 
Ali ce Walton ? I s uggested that s he may have been a daughter of CHARLES 
S\VINNEHTON (cs. 4 ) and Elizabe th Furbur. Examination of the Census Returns has 
revea led that indeed she was (she is entered as sister to William) and as her age was 
given in t he 1861 Census as 37 , she appears to have been born about 1824 but, as yet, 
we don ' t know where. I suspect it may ha ve been at Cheswardine where there is a 
m vstp r·ious Pntrv : -

1822 Nov 24 ELIZABETH, dau of CHARLES & MARY SWINNERTON 
of Sowd'Ley, Blacksmith.- --Baptised. 

l think this i s an error of (: nt ry and should read ' daughter of Charles & ELIZABETH'. 

T he same Register tells 11. :· · · 

184 3 Nov 27 SA iA ll» dau of CHARLES & ELIZABETH SWINNERTON 
o f So wdZey. Baptised. 

1844 Ja n 12 SARA HSWINNERTON Buried, aged 6 weeks. 

But both CHARLES (CS. 4J) and his wife, Elizabeth, died in 1836. There must, 
therefore, have been anoth e r CHARLES who we have not yet found - possibly an elder 
brothe r to WILLIA M and named after his father. There is another Charles listed in 
the 1871 Census, a t Sowdley but his wife is Harriet. He is described as aged 50 (i.e. 
born circa 1821 ) , bo!'n at Adbas ton and a farmer of 18 acres at Norway House. 
Harriet was born at Cheswardine and is given as be ing 48 years of age. He, therefore, 
cannot be the one . All very confus ing. F ur ther n~8earch is obviously necessary. 

If we look m ore c los ely at the fa mily of CHA H LES < CS. 4 ) we see that he was married 
· in April 1809 but that WILLIAM ( WS.56) was not born until July 1811 - a long gap and 
most unusual for those days. Two children could hnv e been born in that period. 
The next child, after William, (MA RY ANN) was not born until 1818, seven years lat e r 
and now we have ELIZABET H born about 18 24 - another 6 years later. 
Plenty of gaps there and I am sure we Hhall discover other children. 
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Three other, hitherto unknown, relations of WILLIAM are revealed in the 1851 
Census, ANN, described as his niece aged 5 (which means either he did have a 
brother or that his sister ELI.ZA BETH had had another illegitimate child); WILLIAM 
described as his cousin - a Blacksmith aged 19 and a further son, HENRY, born 
about 1853. 

In the meantime we will have a look at the family of William's second son, GEORGE. 

GEORGE SWINNERTON (GS. 1) was baptised as we have seen (SFH. 3 p. 2) at 
Adbaston on the 15th January 1786 - the year which saw the start of proper government 
accounting (including the Budget) as we know it today, when Pitt brought in his famous 
Bill to reduce the National Debt. 

We don't, as yet, lmow very much about GEORGE but we do know that he became a 
blacksmith like his father and elder brother, CHARLES, because he appears in 
William White's Directory of Staffordshire for 1834 in the parish of High Offley, as 
"SWINNERTON - Geo. Blacksmith & B. h. (Shebden ). 

We also know that his wife's name was Margaret although we don't yet know where 
or when they married or what her maiden name was. Their first lmown child was 
baptised at Edgmond (just ·over the border in Shropshire) in 1809, as the Register 
of Edgmond Church shows ·-

1809 Nov 29 FRANCIS s. of GEORGE & MA'RGARET 
SWINNERTON (b.Nov 26) Baptised. 

GEORGE was 23 when his son was born so he had obviously married quite young. 

GEORGE had also appeared in the register earlier that year when he was a witness 
at the wedding of Thomas Dowley and Eliz. Phillips in July. 

The next reference to him is back in his own parish of Adbaston in 1812 when the 
following entry appears in the register of Adbaston Church :-

1812 June 14 ANN, dau of GEORGE &· MARGARET 
SWINNERTON, Baptised. 

Yet a third church register gives us details of another child when in Cheswardine 
two years later, we read : -

1815 Feb S MARGARETTE, dau of GEORGE & MARGARETTE 
SWINNERTON of So~dLey. Baptised. 

There is no further reference to GEORGE until 1826 when the register of Adbaston 
says :-

1826 ApriL 15 MARY, ~ife of GEORGE SWINNERTON of 
Shebden, aged 44 Buried. 

This must be an error and should read 'Margaret'. 

GEORGE himself appears to have died in 1836, the same year as his elder brother, 
CHARLES, because the Adbaston register reads :-

1836 Jutu 30 GEORGE SWINNERTON of Shebden, aged 61 
Buried. 

This must be another error because GEU.HGE should only have been 51 in 1~3ti not 61. 
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There is no gravestone that we have been able to find for GEORGE in Adbaston 
churchyard and he does not appear in the Grave Register Book. Neither is there 
any record of a will or letters of administration - he appears to have been a bit of 
a mystery. 

The subsequent fate of ANN we have not yet discovered but GEORGE's daughter, 
MARGARET, married in 1835 as the Adbaston Register shows :-

1835 June 8 Stephen TaZbott & MARGARET SWINNERTON 
both of this Parish, by Banns. 

The witnesses were Charles Talbott and MARY SWINN ERTON but whether this was 
her Aunt Mary or her cousin it is not possible, at this stage, to say. 

The entry in Adbaston Register was obviously only a calling of the Banns because 
in the Register of Swynnerton Catholic Church we get the following entry :- · 

1835 June 8 Stephen TaZbott & MARGARET SWINNERTON Married, 

The curious thing about this is that in the same Catholic Register, 2 years previously, 
there is the following entrv :-

1833 Oct 18 MARGARET dau of GEORGE SWINNERTON 
& Margaret nee Sheldon (born 22 May ) 

Baptised. · 
GEORG.E's wife, MARGARET, however, as we have seen, died in 1826 and GEORGE 
himself would have been 47 at the time. Had he, therefore, another son, named 
after himself, who had by sheer coincidence, also married a MARGARET ? 

Two years later, also in Swynnerton Catholic Register, we read :-

1835 Dec 6 MARGARET SWINNERTON Confirmed. 

At 2 years of age ? Very confusing. 

The next chapter will deal with the descendants of FRANCIS ( FS. 1 ) the son of 
GEORGE and MARGARET who was the progenitor of the SWINNERTONS of HANLEY -
caterers and confectioners. 

* * * * * * * * * * 

ARMY BIRTHS-BAPTISMS 1761-1924 

Ada M. 1900 Colchester 22nd Regt. Vol.922 P.116 

" 
,, ,, II ,, II 917 48 

Bertha A. 1878 Fyzabad 25th If 1261 91 
Helen A. 1906 Wellington 22nd ,, 922 116 

" " " " 
,, ,, 

917 49 
Jane C. 1905 " " II 922 116 
John J. 1903 Aldershot II " 922 116 

" 
,, 

" " " " 917 49 
Margaret L.1902 " 

,, 
" 922 116 

" " " 
,, ,, ,, 

917 49 
Norman H. 1898 Limerick ,, 

" 922 116 

" " " " " " 917 49 
William H. " 

,, 
" " 1261 63 
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Miscellaneous 

BOOK REVIEW 

Lawrence Stone - 'The Family, Sex and :\1arriage in England 1500 - 1800 ' 
published Weidenfeld and Nicholson £ 16 

There is a danger that the study of Genealogy can become loo theoretical, dealing 
with relationships in the abstract. We must not forget that we nre dealing with 
what were once real people, living in the social and personal context of thei_r times, 
and this important and massive sociological work (it runs to nearlv 800 pages) is 
a 'must' for those who wish to look beyond the formal relationships of the family 
'tree' and to see somNhing of their ancestors as 'human' beings. 

We must learn to beware of applying the norms of our own society to an assessment 
of times past, and to fall into the error of assuming that'' it has alwa\'s been so". 
In the 16th century, for example, it was by no means common for marriage to be 
blessed by a church - sanctified ceremony of ' holy' matrimony - often a declar
ation or agreement before witnesses was enough, and the children of such a union 
were considered legitimate· 'betrothal' was formal and binding. Such 
'togetherness' was permissive, but it did not imply 'apartness•·, because the 
nuclear family with its implied privacy and exclusiveness was vet to develoiJ . 
Medieval houses - even the largest - had no corridors, and the business of dail .v 
living was carried on within the close and constant proximity of relations, servants 
and 'hangers on' of all kinds . Al no time of the day (or night) could one be really 
alone - even the elementary ' privy ' was not to be found. 

Marriages were arranged and 'love matches' were given scant consideration -
what mattered was the preservation of a family's fortunes and the identity of the 
' clan'; the size of a dowry; and the prevention of dissipation of resources by 
the system of primogeniture which entailed the presence of younger sons to s~ep 
into the shoes of the eldest in the (quite likely) event of his early death. Life 
spans were, in fact, much shortened by unbalanced or insufficient diet and the 
erosion of disease, so that grandparents were a comparatively rare occurrence. 
Even until early in the 19th century the practice of recording family events in 
parish recorus was a largely' hit and miss' affair - some 30o/r. of births, marriages 
and deaths we re never recorded at all, while in some parts of London the shortfall 
could rise to us much as 70% 

Much of the value of a sociological work lies in the ability it confers on the reader 
to extrapolate trends. One should perhaps say ' cycles', because time and again 
on reading this work one feels a sense of ' deja vu'. To give an example, the 
mcdie\'al attitude to children was restrictive and even callous - they were 
' swaddled' and immobile in babyhood. This attitude changed and they were 
gi vC'n freedom, even pampered. But the growth of parental fondness and interest 
w:.is marked by repression - children were inherently sinful and in their own best 
interests this must be literally beaten out of them; herein were the roots of the 
' public school' system. Yet relaxation was succeeded yet again by the psycho
logical cruelty of the Victorian ' paterfarniliar' . Over-indulgence of children is 
with us again and already there are pleas that to spare the rod is to spoil the child. 
Little wonder that the reader of the book must feel 'it's all happened before' 
how accurately can he forecast what will come nc::t ? 

The sociologist's brief is to record and report, not to condemn or to 'whitewash' 

and one constantly comes across thought-provoking re\·elations in this major work. 
It brings home, for example, how much dc:-ith w:-is a' "·a,· of life·' until rf'l:-ili\'Ph 
recent times - so much so that two members of a famil>· with the same forename 
were not uncommon, on the basis that one at least was unlikely to survive early 
childhood. The book gives that little extra insight which might help us to solve 
many a genealogical puzzle, and in spite of its length it still manages to rank as 
bedside reading. Your Public Library will get it for you, but you will need to 
borrow it on 'student' terms of extended lending; be prepared too, for an embargo 
on renewal - the Service cannot afford many copies at £ 16 a time, and the demand 
for the book will be high for some time to come . 

J. W. SWINNERTON 

*** *** *** *** *** *** *** *** *** 

Hey Mavis! - about that 
family tree research that 
you're doing .•. 

CARNIVAL ORGANISERS 
NF. ED HELP 

So ran a headline in che 'Sutt.on 
Coldfield News' of April 23rd, 1976. 

The paragraph went on to say -
'Meanwhile the contest to find 
Erdington Cami val Queen 1976 has 
hotted up. There is 19 year's old 
TERESA SWINNERTON, an Erdington 
girl training to be a nurse. She lists 
reading, poetry and fashion among 
her interests. 

Her picture was certainly most 
attractive but who i s she ? ? 

••••••••••••••• 

J\NOIBER UNKNOWN MEDALLIST 

103 Sgt. Instructor R.SWINNERIDN 
of the Army Gym Staff, awarded the 
Meritorious Service Medal for 
services in France and Flanders in 
World War One. 

Gazetted 3 June 19 19 

The only thing we know about him is 
that he came from che Li verpcx>l area. 

(ex Raymond Swinnerton) 

•••••••••••••• 
Relations are si~ly a tedious pack 
of people who haven't got che remotest 
knowledge of how to live nor the 
smallest instinct about when to die. 

Oscar Wilde ( 1856 - 1900) 

How vecy unkind! 

' People will not look forward to Posterity who never look backward to their Ancestors ' 
( Edmund Burke ) 
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FAMILY NOTES 

Our congratulations to our member RAYMOND SWINNERTON on winning the 
National Novice Foil Championships for 1978. He also represented the North 
West ( Lanes. ) in an inter - counties tournament for the Winton Cup in which 
his team came second. 

The cycling Swinnertons have also been keeping in the news. CATHERINE 
has been racing for Great Britain in Sweden; PAUL in Norway and PAUL and 
his brother in law Phil Griffiths have both been selected to represent G. B. in 
the Commonwealth Games. 

Congratulations also to FRANKLIN and VERONICA SWINNERTON on the birth of 
a son, EDWARD MARK (who becomes ES. 124 in the family index) on the 17th 
June 1978 - the very day we were dedicating the organ at Swynnerton Church. 

Our sincere sympathy goes to the family of Derek Charles Swynnerton who died, 
very unexpectedly, on 15 April 1978. Mr.Swinnerton, who was only 51, had 
been a member of the Society for two years. 

Congratulations are also extended to Commander RONALD SWINNERTON of the 
United States Navy on his promotion to CAPTAIN. 

AMENDMENTS TO YOUR DIRECTORY 

Changes of address : 

Lt. Col. I. S. Swinnerton to    
  

J. R. B. Swinnerton to    

Capt. R.H. Swinnerton U.S. N. to   
  

NEW MEMBERS 

Mr. Douglas Swinnerton,    

Mrs. Eunice King (nee Swinnerton ),    

Mr. J.E. Swenarton,      

Mrs. Lelia Morey,     

Mr. Peter Swinnerton,    

Mrs. Audrey Firmin,    
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