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~ A BRIEF HISTORY OF THE SOCIETY 

~ Research into the family history was started in the 
~ l 870's by the Reverend Charles Swinnerton MA. 
~ FSA. Over the course of the years he wrote a number 
~· of articles and papers aht)ut the family and gathered 

i 
together many Swinnertons from all over the world. 
His principal work was "A History of the Family of 
Swinnerton '' Qointly with the Rev. & Hon . Canon 
Bridgman) and published as Par I II of Vol. Vll of the 
"Collections for a History of Staffordshire" by the 

i William Salt Archaeolog1~al Society. Interest in the 
· family history became dormant after his death in 1928 

until revived by the pre'ient Secretary in 1952. The 
Society was revived in l 9h9 and today has a worldwide 

~ membership. 
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From the Editor's desk 

The picture on the cover of this issue is an old 
print of Swinnerton Hall (sic) - now the home of 
our President. Today it is called Swynnerton 
Park. It is a drawing by J. P.Neale, engraved 
by T. Higham and was originally in a book 
entitled 'View of the Seats of Noblemen and 

Gentlemen in England, Wales, Scotland and Ireland. ' The original publication was in parts 
in 1821. For this information, I am greatly indebted to Mr. F. B. Stitt, Archivist for the 
County of Staffordshire. The print is dated 1831, Mr. Stitt says he assumes that this is part 
of a consoltdated reprint although he does not know the work himself. 

I have two copies, the black and white one reproduced here found for me by Raymond 
Swinnerton in an antiquarian booksellers in Bolton and a coloured, framed copy given 
to me by Colonel Jeremy Swynnerton. The colouring does not appear to have been done 
by hand so there were apparently several editions. Any further information that anyone 
can come up with would be greatly appreciated. The text accompanyilg the black and 
white edition is reproduced overleaf. 

FAMILY HISTORY ON TELEVJSION 
On Wednesday the 14th of March the BBC are starting a series of programmes on BBC2 
which are to be shown once a week on Wednesday evenings from 7. 50 to 8. 15 pm. The 
five programmes are presented by the well known broadcaster Gordon Honeycombe and 
are the story of his 20 year search into his own Family History. 

The advertisement for the programme says 'How much do you know about your family's 
history? Were your ancestors merchants or craftsmen; Roundheads or Cavaliers; 
Normans or Saxons, Does your surname provide a clue? How far can you trace your 
family tree?' 

Although the programme will obviously deal with Mr. Honeycombe's family, I am sure 
it will be of great interest to all family historians. I shall certainly watch it. 

THE SWINNERTONS AND THE FITZHERBERTS 
Overleaf is the story of the home of our President with a brief account of the FitzHerbert 
family. To accompany this we now reproduce a report of the North Staffordshire Field 
Club, sent to me by Lord Stafford some time ago, which gives an outline of how Swinnerton 
Hall came to belong to the FitzHerbert family and also gives quite a lot of detail about 
Swinnerton Heraldry, s~pplementing nicely the article on this subject in the last issue 
of this journal. 

THE SWINNERTONS OF BETLEY 
Great strides are now being made with the story of the family of RALPH SWINNERTON 
thanks to information sent in by Mrs. Hazel Jones of Canada, Mrs. Olive Rees Neill also 
of Canada, Mr. Peter Swinnerton of Manchester and Mr Donovan Swinnerton of Canada. 
RALPH was the progenitor of a very prolific family who travelled the world, they had 
a habit of marrying cousins which makes some of the relationships very involved indeed. 
Still we are making progress and I hope to be able to publish another chapter in the story 
in the next issue. 

Don't despise your poor relations, they may become suddenly rich some day. 

Josh Billings 1818-1895 

SFH. 3 p. 45 
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~winnerton .,all, ~tatrorb~fJirt: . 
THE SEAT OF 

THOMAS FITZHERBERT, ESQ. 

Tms handsome edifice was erected in the reign of Queen Anne. It is of stone, and 
the principal ·front is divided into three compartments-Tiz., a centre with four 
pilasters, and two wings, the whole surmounted by vases ; the architecture of 
the building, altogether, marking the period of its erection. The house stands 
on a commanding eminence ; and from the leads of the building is a very exten
sive prospect of the north-west parts of Stafford, with Shropshire, Cheshire, 
and Worcestershire in the distance ; the principal entrance is by four steps 
into the great hall, of considerable dimensions : the apartments are spacious, 
and the whole interior is fitted up with much elegance, at once bespeaking the 
refined taste of the present proprietor. The house contains many valuable pic
tures. A very elegant chapel adjoins the mansion, for the use of the family 
and tenantry, who are of the Roman Catholic persuasion. The parish church 
stands by the road-side, and forms a pleasing object in the view. 

The family of the proprietor is of ancient and noble descent, having for their 
founder, Heribert, Earl of Vermandois, about the year 900. 

Sir William Fitzherbert, Knight, in 12'25, obtained a grant of the manor of 
Norbury, near Ashbourne, in Derbyshire, to him and his heirs for ever. And 
there they resided for about four hundred and fifty years ; till the marriage of 
William Fitzherbert with Isabel, daughter and heiress of Humphrey Swin
nerton of this place, about the middle of the sixteenth century, since which 
time it has been the principal seat of this branch of the family. 

Of this family was Sir Anthony Fitzherbert, Knight, the celebrated Judge, 
author of "Natura Brevium Novel, 1534," in French; a work often reprinted, 
and highly esteemed; and also of the " Book of Husbandry, 1634 ;" reprinted 
frequently in the reigns of Mary and Elizabeth, but now very scarce; a copy 
is, however, preserved in the Library here. This work obtained for its author 
the title of "The Father of English Hv,sbandry," and was the result of forty 
years' experience in agricultural pursuits. We had nothing, ·says Hartes in his 
essays on husbandry, for the space of an hundred years, that resembled a 
systematical body of agriculture, but Fitzherbert' s two books. Sir Anthony also 
published some other useful books on law. Fuller observes, "These, his writ
ings, are monuments which will longer continue his memory than the flat blue 
marble stone under which he lies interred in Norbury church." He died in 
1538. 

The . ancient mansion at Norbury is now a farm-house, but the study of Sir 
Anthony is still preserved; it is wainscoted with oak, and on each of the 
panels is inscribed select sentences out of Scripture, chiefly from the book of 
Wisdom, in old English characters. 

On the dea.th of Thomas Fitzherbert, Esq. who built this seat, at Nice, in the 
south of France, in 1781, without issue, the Swinnerton estates devolved to his 
brother Basil~ whose son~ Thomas Fitzherbert, Esq., is the present possessor. 

Swinnerton Hall is . in Pirehill hundred, and is three miles north .. west from 
the town of Stone. 
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Pield Club Report 1887 

SWYNNERTON of SWY NN8RTON 

Armss Argent, a cross f o r mee fleury, sable 

In 1306 sir Roger de Swynnertcn, 1.night, had a charter for 

free warren in all his demesne lands at his manor of 3wynnerton. 

From a Roll of :\rms compiled between 13 ·- 8 and 1314, the arms of 

"Sire ~ager de 3uylvertone" are given as ·•ct.--~ argent, a une crois 

de sable, les cheffs flurettes". 

In 5al t Library · ~s 1\TQ. 4C4, Sir Thomas de 3wynnertun, r nt, 

in 1351, acknowledges 40s of rent recrdv(~d frcrn 3ir James de Fype, 

Knt. To this deed is attached a seal bearing the .3wynnerton Arms 

(a cross flory) couche, and a crest c onsisting of a chapel de fer 

adorned with two eagle feathers. 

He was a i·night banneret and in the College of Arms is a 

standard ascribed to him. The badge on it is a boar statant 

argent, tusked or, gorged with a collar azure which is garnished 

with six bezants etc. 

His wife Matilda was daughter of ;ir Robert de Holand, of 

Yoxall, Co.Stafford, Ynight. Accordinq to MS rb.383 in the Salt 

Library, there was formerly a monument in 3wynnerton Church which 

was most likely in m~mory of r--:atilda wife of 3ir Thomas de swynnerton. 

It had -upon it the eff it;JY of a woman over wh~:m was wri ttcn: 

"Matidis de SWynnerton" and a shield givin:r the arms of rioland, 

· vizs "Azure, sernee of fleurs-de-lys ar . ~· ent, a lien ram~ant 

guardant argent." 
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Chetwynd in his MS.Vol III p.329 tells us that there was in 

his time (1679) on the north side of the Chapel in .:>wynnerton 

Church a raised monument of alabaster, on which were ] raven the 

figures of a mah and a woman, with this inscri~tio ni ''rlic iacet 

Willielmus swinerton quondam dominus de swinertor. armi;er et t:lena 

wcor eius qui obierunt tertio die Septembris ; il 1 it1c cccc A.X.AI 

quorum animabus propitietur ~us. .l\men." An old drawing of this 

monument is preserved in the William salt Library at Stafford, but 

probably taken at a somewhat later date for the month (september) 

is not given in the drawing, though the dates are otherwise the same. 
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The figure of the man is in plain armo ur, and between him and the 

female by his side is the figure of an infant (son). There are 

two shields of arms on the monument, that over the man being the 

simple cross f lory for SWynnerton, and that over the ·* :; i ~tan a 

saltire engrailed, which were the arms of Trumwyn. 
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The year of their deaths must be wrong, for in ~ay 1429 Ann 

Countess of stafford presented a clerk to .SWynnerton Church by 

reason of the minority of Humphrey, the son and heir of ~illiarn 

SWynnerton lately deceased. unfortunately what remains of the 

legend is now so defaced as to leave nothing le·;ible but the 

words "quondam Dominus de SWynerton armiger et -::lena ttx e jus qui 

obierunt .•• " 

From the Chetwynd ESS it is ~·mcwn that there was fcrmerly a 

monument in SWynnerton Church to the memcry of 3ir rr'homas swynnerto n 

and Alice his wife, with the followin ~.J arms, viz 1 on the iJexter 

side, quarterly 1st and 4th a cross flory (3Wynnertcn) and 2nd 

and 3rd a cross flory within a bordure engrailed (3Wynnerton of 

Hilton); and on the sinister side a shield of six quarteringss 

1 argent on a bend three stags• heads£,£ (Stanley); 2 argent a 

chief engrailed Q.!_, charged with e'ight bezants (Lathem); 3 or 

a chevron gules, between three rnartlets, sable ( .3tafford cf l)ipe) J 

4 azure, two pipes converged Q!_, between seven cross crosslets or 

(Pipe); 5 azure, three lions cassant, argent (Camville); 6 a 

Scythe ( ? ) • 

sir Thomas SWynnerton lived in the reigns of Henry VII and 

Henry VIII and died in 1542. His wife was Alice, daughter of 

Sir Humphrey Stanley of Pipe, Co.Stafford, Knight Banneret. 

Humphrey SWynnerton of SWynnerton and Hilton, the son of sir 

Thomas and Alice, was the last direct heir male of this ancient 

family. He was M.P. for the town of Stafford in 1554, and in 

1562 he rebuilt the Church of Shareshill, where he was buried 

soon afterwards. According to ougdale's Church Notes in the 

Ashmolean MSS at Oxford, which were taken in May 1637, there was 

upon the south side of the chancel of Shareshill Church an 

alabaster tomb with the figures of a man in armour and his wife 

bearing this inscriptions "Here lyeth the bodies of dwnfrey 

SWynnerton, Ssq., and Cassandra his wife; wch Humfrey caused the 
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Church first to be sanctified, and was Lord of swinerton and 

patron of the Church, and Lord of Hilton; which Eumfrey died at 

Hilton XXVth day of Aug in the yeare :...f (,ur Lord 1562; on whose 

soule Jhu have mercy. Amen". Upon the momument were six coats 

of arms 1 I Giffard. II -::Juarterly, 1 & 4 3wynnerton of 3Wynnerton, 

2 & 3 SWynnerton of Hilton. III An imy:-aled coat cf arms: the 

dexter side quarterly of five fer Montqomery1 the sinister side a 

quarterly SWynnerton coat as II. I\ The S'Wynnerton arms quarterly 

as before, impaling the Giffard arms. '..' .\ quartered coat of 

Fitzherbert of Norbury impaling 3Wynnerton quarterly as before. 

VI A quartered coat of Gatacre impalin2 3wynnerton quarterly as 

bef'"'re. 

I II 

v VI 

cassandra, the wife of this Humphrey 3Winnerton, was the 

daughter of sir John Giffard, of Chillington, Co.Stafford, I\night. 

She died at SWynnerton and her burial is thus recorded1 "1570. 

cassander SWynton, wiffe to Humfrey :3Wynton was buryed the VIIth 

daye of Januarie ano supradictc". 

Humphrey and cassandra SWynnertc n had issue two daughters, 

Margaret and Elizabeth, between whom the lands were divided. 

Elizabeth, the youn;er daughter, married first dilliam Fitzherbert 

Esq. and second Francis •,-;atacrc of ']atacre, Co. :3alop. 3he had 

the manor of SWynnerton and was !.)uried at ':Mynnerton 4 April 1616. 

Her first husband, ~iilliam Fitzherj)ert, was the fourth son of 3ir 

Anthony Fitzherbert of Norbury, Co. Derby, J<nt, one of the Justices 

of the Cbmmon Pleas. The Fitzherberts of 3wynnerton are lineally 

descended from this marriage. 
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Fitzherbert Coat-of-Armss Argent, a chief vaire or and gules, 

over all a bendlet sable. 

The manor and parish of 3wynnerton consists of the hamlets of 

Swynnerton, Earnf ield, Beech, Acton, Hatton and Shelton. ~ech 

formed no part of the fee of SWynnerton. ciy an inquisition ad 

guod damnum, 1328, it formed a pcrtio n o f the fief o f Tittensor. 

The SWynnert8n family, althc uqh o riginally only of 1:.nightly 

ran,<, attained considerable importance during the reigns of the 

first three ~dwards. Two, if not three, of the family bore, as 

~nn~rets, the insignia o f 3-wynnerton, the cross flory, displayed, 

in the~ ·:;cr:-.tch an j French wars of the 14th century; and one o f 

th~se -,tt:Jined baronial rank, having been summoned by writ to the 

H-:-use r f.;r~rs 1)y l ·~ing ~dward III, though his descendants were 

neve r afterwar::ls summo ned . 

The extensive tenure in different counties of the 3wynnertons 

under the~ ... ar ~~· :1S cf .Jtaff::rd, and their frequent occurrence as 

witn~ss8s c f their deeds, would seem to point to some relationship 

between th<~ families. 

en '3aturday, 21st ~\ug ust l o SG, Field Club made an excursion 

to Trentham, Hanchurch, Swynnerton and Bury uank. cutside .SWynnerton 

Church, "'.r. ~~asil Fitzherbert met the members o f the r:-Jarty and Mr. 

Lynam gave an account of the Church. i- 'le said he had visited the 

Church first in 185 ·1 befc rA it was r es t c r e d. 'J'hc u :· ht char:el on 

south side of chancel ~no-wn as "The T <dy Cha r:. l~l" was really a 

mortuary char.·el. Co ntairn:>4 alabast ·~· r slab a ~: ainst east wall 

and colossal seated fi:rure s f c ur T_,r., r ::L 1. ri =:inal windows of 

chancel - date immediately previous to introduction cf tracery -

about 1245. 

In his Will dated 1561, Humr: hrey swinnerton s r eaks of a chapel 

of our Lady and the place where the image of cur Lady stood and 

states that this chapel is well known to belong to him. cassandra, 
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the wife of Humphrey swinnerton, by her Will dated 1565 gives 40s 

to sir Sampson Burie, priest, and £3 to sir Lawrence Baker, Clerk, 

and it is not unlikely that one of them was the family priest at 

SWynnerton and the other at Shareshill . 

. LEFT: An 8 ft. /11"g/1 figure of Christ which 
was found hidde11 beneatlt rite floor of the 
14tlz celllury chapel. 

On the cast wall of the 
chapel arc two large alaba~tcr 

<.labs that were formerly on the 
lloor. The incised figures arc 
those of Francis Gatacrc of 
Swycrton ( 1599) and his wife 
Elizabeth, and Sir William 
Gatacre ( 1577) and his wife 
Helen. The family of Gawen: 
has been associated with the 
parish since the time of Henry One of the Gatacre monuments. 
II or Richard I, and it may be It is dattd 1599. 
as far back a~ pre-Conquest 
times. 

The Parish Church of All Saint's, Claverley, Salop. Gordon Home 
First pub. 1947 

p. 9 On the east wall of the chapel are two alabaster slabs that were formerly 
on the floor. The incised figures are those of Francis Gatacre of Swyerton (1599) 
and his wife Elizabeth, and Sir William Gataere (1577) and his wife Helen. 

Inscription on one of the monumental slabs dated 1599 "Deus Misereatur. Heare 
lyet he buryed Franncis Gatacre of Gatacre Esqui: who had to wyffe Elizabeth 
the daughter of Humferey Swierton of Swyerton esquire in the counte of Stafford 
and they had issue betwene them 4 sonnes William jho. Thomas & jhon and 3 
daughters Margaret, Elizabeth and Dorothe. He died the 19 of june in the yeare 
of our Lord 1599 on whose sole God take Maree. Amen. " 

(Between the figures is a coat of arms, per pale ( ? sable and argent) ( ) dexter, 
two crosses sable sinister and underneath tlb.e achievement a single cross. 

EDITOR'S NOTE. The illustrations to this report have been added by me. For much 
of the heraldic work, I am greatly indebted to my friend the Rev. Frank Best M.A. 
whose work has appeared in our journal before and to whom our congratulations go 
on his recent election as a Fellow of the Heraldry Society. For the illustration of 
the tomb of William, I am indebted to the Rev. Brian Swinnerton, for the illustration 
of the figure of our Lord, to Mrs. Hazel Jones (it originally appeared in an article 
'' Swynnerton '' in 'Staffordshire Illustrated' August 1968 and for the note and 
illustration from Claverley Church, to M.r. L. Prosser. 
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FAMILY NOTES 

Congratulations to RAYMOND and SHELAGH SWINNERTON of Bolton on the birth of 
a daughter HELEN KATE on the 18th of January 1979. A sister for JOHN MYLES 
she becomes HS. 62 in the family index. 

Congratulations also to SUSAN JENNIFER SWINNERTON , elder daughter of our 
member LESLIE WILLIAM SWINNERTON of Beaconsfield on her engagement to Mr 
Richard Harold Budd. 

On Monday October the 23rd 1978, the 'Western Evening Herald' reported the death 
on the previous day of a Mr WALTER JAMES SWINNERTON of Sarfield, David's Cross, 
Ivybridge, Somerset aged 72 years. He was the husband, apparentl~ ci. Hannah Johnson 
but I am afraid I do not know where he fitted in to the family. We are indebted to Mr 
Colin Chapman, General Secretary of the Federation of Family History Societies for 
the information. 

We were sorry, also, to hear from our member Mr. Harold Swinnerton of the death in 
January of his cousin SAMUEL SWINNERTON (SS. 54) , the senior member of the Adbaston 
family (see Swinnerton of Adbaston- Table One ;SFH. 3 p. 22). Mr. Swinnerton was 
buried in the family grave at Cheswardine. 

NEW MEMBERS 

Mrs. C. E. lJavis (nee Swinnerton),  
Mr. J. J.Swinarton,  

( My apologies to Mr Swinarton for this belated entry, he joined in June 1978 
but it was omitted in error from the October journal. ) 

SWINNERTON FAMILY GATHERING 1979 

The date in the last journal - 8 th SEPTEMBER - IS correct. I should have explained 
that the date given in the July circular letter proved to be unavailable. My apologies 
for the confusion. 

DIRECTORY 1979 

With this journal comes your Directory of Members for 1979 and a request for 
your subscription for the coming year. Sadly, some names are missing from 
the Directory, we have lost one or two old friends who died during the year but we 
have also lost quite a few because we have just not heard from them for a long 
time and no subscription has been received for the last two years. If you see or 
know any of them, perhaps you can persuade them to return to the fold and do please 
always be on the loo\out for new members - we must keep up our numerical 
strength if we are to be able to carry out the tasks we have set ourselves. 
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